
News and Notes
COD Annuitants Association
by Bob Sobie
February 10, 2019

Springfield Legislation Update
There are huge changes in the State Capitol with the election of a new governor and an increased number of General Assembly 
members from the same party. There appears to be a call to change the Illinois State tax code to move the state toward a graduated
income tax and to start taxing services that are not currently taxed. I hope that changing the tax code will not require opening up all 
of the Illinois Constitution to change. My fear is a tax change to the constitution may make it easier to change Article 13-Section 5 of 
the Illinois Constitution which protects our pension. We'll keep a very close eye on this issue and keep you informed.

According to the Chicago Tribune, the powerful “Civic Committee of the Commercial Club of Chicago” is lobbying state politicians to 
increase the individual income tax rate from 4.95% to 5.95%, to increase the corporate tax rate from 7% to 8%, and to begin taxing 
both retirement income and consumer services. They are not calling for a graduated income tax.

Illinois continues to lose tax revenue from road fuel tax. The price of gasoline is down and cars are getting much better fuel 
economy. A source of tax revenue is needed to make up for this loss.

Chatterbox Submissions Needed
The Chatterbox has been a long time tradition for CDAA. A means to self submit news about CDAA members and their families, 
travels, health, life changes, etc. In other words our way to “keep up” with each other even when physical distance may separate us.

Thank you Kathryn Golden for collecting stories from many of our members and editing the Chatterbox. If you would like to 
contribute to a future Chatterbox edition, please submit a paragraph or two describing what's happening in your life to Kathryn 
Golden via email to Chatterbox@codretirees.org or mailing the item to her at 56 Michael Rd, Bridgewater MA 02324.

In calendar year 2018 we were able to send out 3 editions of the Chatterbox. Please consider submitting your 2019 story!

3/21/2019 – Waterleaf Luncheon Canceled
Unfortunately this luncheon had to be canceled due to the Culinary Program canceling the class where the students learn to
prepare and serve the meal. All other Waterleaf Luncheon times are already booked for the semester. CDAA is currently looking
into a replacement venue. Please watch your email for more announcements. Thank You.



2/27/2019 – Breakfast
We have not held social events during the winter in the past. There has been discussion at the CDAA leadership meetings 
concerning weather keeping members from attending events during the winter. But, I believe we are a hardy group! So I'm thrilled to 
announce that we are offering our first winter social event and I hope you will be able to attend.

CDAA's next social event will be breakfast at Maxfields Pancake House, 352 Roosevelt Rd, Lombard, IL. Please plan to meet on 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019 at 9:00 am. No need to RSVP, just show up hungry. Maxfields has been a great venue for us. We 

will have a private room, separate checks, order off the regular menu, and good food at a good value. Click the link for a Google 
Map to Maxfields [https://goo.gl/maps/epWR53GW4D62]. At our events this year we will be collecting non-perishable food, personal 
care items, paper products, and cash for the “Fuel Pantry” at the College of DuPage. If you are able, please consider bringing one or
more of the items to this breakfast. See the “Fuel Pantry” article below to learn more. Thank You.

“Fuel” Pantry
The College of DuPage’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter is supporting an on-campus food pantry. Phi Theta Kappa’s research found that 
100 out of every 750 College of DuPage students reported having food insecurities on a regular basis. They decided to support the 
campus community by giving students the brain “fuel” they need to succeed while at the College of DuPage and therefore created 
the Fuel Pantry. The Fuel Pantry accepts non-perishable food, personal care items, paper products, and cash donations. To learn 
more, go to www.cod.edu/student_life/pantry.aspx.

CDAA will be supporting the Fuel Pantry at our events this year. At each event we will have a box where you can place items that I 
will drop off at the Fuel Pantry so that they can distribute these items to those students who are less fortunate than us. Of course 
this project is voluntary, but I hope you will join us in this new initiative.

Upcoming Events
February 27, 2019, 9:00- 10:30 – CDAA Breakfast, Maxfields Pancake House, 352 E Roosevelt Rd, Lombard, IL
March 12, 2019, 1:30-3:30 – SUAA Region 1 Leadership Meeting, Moraine Valley Community College, Palos Hills, IL
April 17, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
May 3, 2019, 11:00-1:30 – CDAA Annual Meeting, TBA
June 27-28, 2019 – SUAA Annual Meeting, Springfield IL
July 17, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
August 8, 2019, 11:30-2:00 – CDAA Picnic, West Shelter, Herrick Lake Forest Preserve, Wheaton, IL
October ?, 2019 – SUAA Fall Meeting, Normal IL
October 16, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL

www.codannuitants.org   -   www.facebook.com/codretirees
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News and Notes
COD Annuitants Association
by Bob Sobie
February 24, 2019

2/27/2019 – Breakfast
CDAA's next social event will be a breakfast at Maxfields Pancake House, 352 Roosevelt Rd, Lombard, IL. Please plan to meet on 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019 at 9:00 am. No need to RSVP, just show up hungry. Maxfields has been a great venue for us. We 

will have a private room, separate checks, order off the regular menu,
and good food at a good value. Click the link for a Google Map to 
Maxfields [https://goo.gl/maps/epWR53GW4D62]. At our events this 
year we will be collecting non-perishable food, personal care items, 
paper products, and cash for the “Fuel Pantry” at the College of 
DuPage. If you are able, please consider bringing one or more of the 
items to this breakfast. Thank You.

3/12/2019 – SUAA Region 1 Leadership Meeting
I will once again be representing CDAA members at a regional meeting of SUAA. SUAA Region 1 includes most of North East 
Illinois. As needed, the leadership of all SUAA Region 1 Chapters get together to discuss items that are before the Executive 
Committee of SUAA. This meeting will take place at Moraine Valley Community College, Palos Hills, IL

3/13/2019 – Dinner
Please consider joining with fellow CDAA members for good
conversation and dinner. Cozymel's Mexican Grill, 311 East Loop Rd.,
Wheaton, IL 60189 has always been a favorite of College of DuPage
employees. Guests are always invited. We will be ordering off the
regular menu and will have separate checks. RSVP to Bob Sobie
[BobSobie@aol.com] by Sunday, March 10 so that we can let them
know a final number. Click the link for a Google Map to Cozymel's
[https://goo.gl/maps/PGicxpFCbS82].At our events this year we will be
collecting non-perishable food, personal care items, paper products, and
cash for the “Fuel Pantry” at the College of DuPage. If you are able,
please consider bringing one or more of the items to this dinner. Thank
You.

https://goo.gl/maps/PGicxpFCbS82
mailto:BobSobie@aol.com
https://goo.gl/maps/epWR53GW4D62


5/3/2019 – CDAA Annual Meeting
The CDAA Annual Meeting will be held at Cooper's Corner (27W150 Roosevelt Rd, Winfield, IL). At this meeting we will 
present the annual financial statements and elect a Secretary and Treasurer. Additional information will follow in future 
News and Notes. I hope to see you at Cooper's Corner on Friday, May 3, 2019 at 11:00 am.

6/2/2019 – Theater
Please mark your calendars for the Buffalo Theater Ensemble production of Miracle on South Division Street, June 2 at 3:00 pm on 
the main-stage of the MAC.

“Ever since the miraculous night in 1942 when the Blessed Mother appeared to Grandpa in his barbershop, the 
neighborhood has looked upon the Nowaks’ 20-foot shrine as a beacon of hope and faith. But a deathbed 
confession reveals a secret that brings the family legend into question, along with great fun. Heartfelt and 
hilarious! [Contains adult themes and language]”

Details about this event will be provided in an upcoming News and Notes.

6/13/2019 – Luncheon
Val Follmann will once again host a lunch at the Oscar Swan Country Inn for all CDAA members and their guest. Please join us on 
Thursday, June 13, 2019 starting at 11:00 am. Oscar Swan is an old school banquet facility that serves a variety of delicious foods in
a beautiful parlor. Details about this event will be coming at a later date.

8/8/2019 – Picnic
CDAA's Summer Picnic will take place at Herrick Lake Forest Preserve this year again.  We switched to the West Shelter this year 
which is located off of Herrick Road just north of Butterfield Rd [Rt 56]. More information will be available once we get closer to the 
event.

Governor Pritzker's Budget Address
On February 20, 2019 Governor Pritzker presented his first budget address to the State. Immediately after the address Linda 
Brookhart, Executive Director of SUAA, sent out an email that I posted below;

To the SUAA Membership
Just in case you missed the Governor’s Budget Address we are providing it for you. Please take a moment to read what the Governor is 
proposing.
The Governor’s Five Point Program for Pensions Recovery:

1.Dedicate a portion of the new fair income tax (hundreds of millions of dollars) to the pension system, over and above our required 
pension payment.
2.Infuse new assets into the system up front.
3.Manage our debt through a small-scale pension bond used entirely for reducing our liability.
4.Make the optional retiree buyout program permanent.
5.Smooth the pension ramp by modestly extending it.

Linda L. Brookhart, Executive Director, State Universities Annuitants Association

Chatterbox Submissions Needed
The Chatterbox has been a long time tradition for CDAA. A means to self submit news about CDAA members and their families, 
travels, health, life changes, etc. In other words our way to “keep up” with each other even when physical distance may separate us.

Thank you Kathryn Golden for collecting stories from many of our members and editing the Chatterbox. If you would like to 
contribute to a future Chatterbox edition, please submit a paragraph or two describing what's happening in your life to Kathryn 
Golden via email to Chatterbox@codretirees.org or mailing the item to her at 56 Michael Rd, Bridgewater MA 02324.

mailto:Chatterbox@codretirees.org


In Memoriam
CDAA publishes a list of our colleagues that have passed away. You can see the list on our website at 
https://www.codannuitants.org/about, In Memoriam is updated periodically. Please take a look at the list and send us a note of any 
changes/additions/corrections that you know of. We can be contacted at contact@CODannuitants.org. Thank You

Upcoming Events
February 27, 2019, 9:00- 10:30 – CDAA Breakfast, Max fields Pancake House, 352 E Roosevelt Rd, Lombard, IL
March 12, 2019, 1:30-3:30 – SUAA Region 1 Leadership Meeting, Moraine Valley Community College, Palos Hills, IL
March 13, 2019, 6:30 pm – CDAA Dinner, Cozymel's Mexican Grill, 311 E Loop Rd, Wheaton, IL 60189 
April 17, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
May 3, 2019, 11:00-2:30 – CDAA Annual Meeting, Cooper's Corner, 27W150 Roosevelt Rd, Winfield, IL
June 2, 2019, 3:00 pm – Buffalo Theater Ensemble – Miracle on South Division Street, MAC Main-stage, Glen Ellyn, IL
June 13, 2019, 11:00 am – CDAA Luncheon, Oscar Swan, 1800 W State St, Geneva, IL
June 27-28, 2019 – SUAA Annual Meeting, Springfield IL
July 17, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
August 8, 2019, 11:30-2:00 – CDAA Picnic, West Shelter, Herrick Lake Forest Preserve, Wheaton, IL
October ?, 2019 – SUAA Fall Meeting, Normal IL
October 16, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
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News and Notes
COD Annuitants Association
by Bob Sobie
March 2, 2019

3/13/2019 – Dinner
Please join fellow CDAA members for good conversation and dinner. Cozymel's
Mexican Grill, 311 East Loop Rd., Wheaton, IL 60189 has always been a favorite
of College of DuPage employees. Guests are always invited to join us. Social time
starts at 6:00 - dinner at 6:30 p.m. We will be ordering off the regular menu and
will have separate checks. RSVP to Bob Sobie [BobSobie@aol.com] by
Sunday, March 10 so that we can let Cozymel's know a final number. Click
the link for a Google Map to Cozymel's [https://goo.gl/maps/PGicxpFCbS82].

At our events this year we will be collecting non-perishable food, personal care
items, paper products, and cash for the “Fuel Pantry” at the College of DuPage. If
you are able, please consider bringing one or more of the items to this dinner.
Thank You.

Maxfields Breakfast
CDAA's held a breakfast at Maxfields Pancake House in Lombard on February 27, 2019. 13 members joined us. Our wait staff 
recently graduated from the College of DuPage and will begin her education toward a Bachelors Degree this fall. We collected 13 
food/paper items and $25.00 cash for the College of DuPage “Fuel Pantry”. When I dropped off the items at the Fuel Pantry they 
were very very very very appreciative. They indicated that there has been no donations for a long time and said they did not 
remember the last time there was a cash donation. Thank you all who attended and donated.

https://goo.gl/maps/PGicxpFCbS82
mailto:BobSobie@aol.com


3/12/2019 – SUAA Region 1 Leadership Meeting
I will once again be representing CDAA members at a regional meeting of SUAA. SUAA Region 1 includes most of North East 
Illinois. As needed, the leadership of all SUAA Region 1 Chapters get together to discuss items that are before the Executive 
Committee of SUAA. This meeting will take place at Moraine Valley Community College, Palos Hills, IL

5/3/2019 – CDAA Annual Meeting
The CDAA Annual Meeting will be held at Cooper's Corner (27W150 Roosevelt
Rd, Winfield, IL). At this meeting we will present the annual financial statements
and elect a Secretary and Treasurer. Additional information will follow in future
News and Notes. I hope to see you at Cooper's Corner on Friday, May 3, 2019 at
11:00 am.

6/2/2019 – Theater
Please mark your calendars for the Buffalo Theater Ensemble production of Miracle on South Division Street, June 2 at 3:00 pm on 
the main-stage of the MAC.

“Ever since the miraculous night in 1942 when the Blessed Mother appeared to Grandpa in his barbershop, the 
neighborhood has looked upon the Nowaks’ 20-foot shrine as a beacon of hope and faith. But a deathbed 
confession reveals a secret that brings the family legend into question, along with great fun. Heartfelt and 
hilarious! [Contains adult themes and language]”

Details about this event will be provided in an upcoming News and Notes.

Chatterbox Submissions Needed
The Chatterbox has been a long time tradition for CDAA. A means to self submit news about CDAA members and their families, 
travels, health, life changes, etc. In other words our way to “keep up” with each other even when physical distance may separate us.

Thank you Kathryn Golden for collecting stories from many of our members and editing the Chatterbox. If you would like to 
contribute to a future Chatterbox edition, please submit a paragraph or two describing what's happening in your life to Kathryn 
Golden via email to Chatterbox@codretirees.org or mailing the item to her at 56 Michael Rd, Bridgewater MA 02324.

Upcoming Events

March 12, 2019, 1:30-3:30 – SUAA Region 1 Leadership Meeting, Moraine Valley Community College, Palos Hills, IL
March 13, 2019, 6:30 pm – CDAA Dinner, Cozymel's Mexican Grill, 311 E Loop Rd, Wheaton, IL 60189 
April 17, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
May 3, 2019, 11:00-2:30 – CDAA Annual Meeting, Cooper's Corner, 27W150 Roosevelt Rd, Winfield, IL
June 2, 2019, 3:00 pm – Buffalo Theater Ensemble – Miracle on South Division Street, MAC Main-stage, Glen Ellyn, IL
June 13, 2019, 11:30 am – CDAA Luncheon, Oscar Swan, 1800 W State St, Geneva, IL
June 27-28, 2019 – SUAA Annual Meeting, Springfield IL
July 17, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
August 8, 2019, 11:30-2:00 – CDAA Picnic, West Shelter, Herrick Lake Forest Preserve, Wheaton, IL
October ?, 2019 – SUAA Fall Meeting, Normal IL
October 16, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
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News and Notes
COD Annuitants Association
by Bob Sobie
April 11, 2019

CDAA Secretary Position OPEN
We are in need of a secretary for the College of DuPage Annuitants Association. The position will begin on May 3, 2019 
(immediately after the annual meeting) and continue for two years. Duties include scheduling the on campus room for the four 
regularly scheduled Officers and Board meeting, taking the official minutes of the four regularly scheduled Officers and Board 
meetings, and taking the minutes of the annual meeting. It is time to help out this organization that has done sooooo much for you. If
you would like to discuss the position or know of anyone who might be able to fill this position, please contact me at 
contact@CODannuitants.org

5/3/2019 – CDAA Annual Meeting
The CDAA Annual Meeting will be held at Cooper's Corner (27W150 Roosevelt Rd,
Winfield, IL). At this meeting we will present the annual financial statements and elect a
Secretary and Treasurer. Please find the official invitation attached to this email. The
Guest Speaker will be College of DuPage Acting President Brian Caputo. We will also
have a short presentation about the College of DuPage Fuel Pantry. RSVP due Monday
April 22, 2019. I hope to see you at Cooper's Corner on Friday, May 3, 2019 at 11:00 am.

If you are able, please bring a non-perishable food item (or cash) to donate to the College
of DuPage Fuel Pantry. A collection box will be available for your donation.

6/2/2019 – Theater
Please join other CDAA members and their guests for the Buffalo Theater Ensemble production of Miracle
on South Division Street on June 2 at 3:00 pm on the main-stage of the MAC. Special arraignments have 
been made for our group to enjoy a backstage tour plus a meet and greet with several of the actors after 
the play.

“Ever since the miraculous night in 1942 when the Blessed Mother appeared to Grandpa in his 
barbershop, the neighborhood has looked upon the Nowaks’ 20-foot shrine as a beacon of hope and 
faith. But a deathbed confession reveals a secret that brings the family legend into question, along with 
great fun. Heartfelt and hilarious! [Contains adult themes and language]”

Please fill out the attached form mail it to the address listed on the form:
Checks and order forms must be received by May 1, 2019

6/13/2019 – Oscar Swan Luncheon
Val Follmann will once again host a lunch at the Oscar Swan Country Inn for all CDAA members and
their guest. Please join us on Thursday, June 13, 2019 starting at 11:30 am. Oscar Swan is an old
school banquet facility that serves a variety of delicious foods in a beautiful parlor. Details about this
event will be coming at a later date.

mailto:contact@CODannuitants.org


8/8/2019 – Picnic
CDAA's Summer Picnic will take place at Herrick Lake Forest Preserve again this year.  We switched to the West Shelter this year 
which is located off of Herrick Road just south of Butterfield Rd [Rt 56]. More information will be available once we get closer to the 
event.

Cozymel's Dinner
A CDAA dinner was held at Cozymel's Mexican Grill on March 13,2019. Close to 20 people enjoyed conversation and a meal. We 
collected both cash and canned food donations for the College of DuPage Fuel Pantry.

SUAA Region 1 Leadership Meeting
On March 12, 2019, I attended a meeting of leaders of Region 1 of our parent organization SUAA. SUAA Region 1 includes most of 
North East Illinois. A fruitful conversation revolved around membership growth. This meeting took place at Moraine Valley 
Community College, Palos Hills, IL

The Illinois Policy Institute
You may have received in the U.S. Mail a letter from the Illinois Policy Institute (IPI) asking you to withdraw from automatic dues 
deducted from SUAA and CDAA. PLEASE IGNORE THIS REQUEST!

The IPI received your address thru a Freedom of Information Act (FIOA) request from the State University Retirement System. The 
Illinois Policy Institute is not acting in the best interests of retired Illinois State employees including CDAA members!

If you have any questions, please contact me at contact@CODannuitants.org

Chatterbox
Photos in Chatterbox! Thanks to CDAA’s new email system we are now able to place photos in the next edition of Chatterbox. For 
those of you new to CDAA, Chatterbox is a newsletter which provides updates on the activities and interests of our members and 
may include items on family, travel, volunteer work and other areas of interest. To submit photos to Chatterbox, the best way would 
be to send the text of the chatterbox item (brief or detailed) via email and attach the photo to the email. It would be best if the photo 
is in the .jpeg format. Items (with or without photos) are welcome and should be submitted to chatterbox@codretirees.org. Many 
thanks! 

Upcoming Events
April 17, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
May 3, 2019, 11:00-2:30 – CDAA Annual Meeting, Cooper's Corner, 27W150 Roosevelt Rd, Winfield, IL
June 2, 2019, 3:00 pm – Buffalo Theater Ensemble – Miracle on South Division Street, MAC Main-stage, Glen Ellyn, IL
June 13, 2019, 11:30 am – CDAA Luncheon, Oscar Swan, 1800 W State St, Geneva, IL
June 27-28, 2019 – SUAA Annual Meeting, Springfield IL
July 17, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
August 8, 2019, 11:30-2:00 – CDAA Picnic, West Shelter, Herrick Lake Forest Preserve, Wheaton, IL
October ?, 2019 – SUAA Fall Meeting, Normal IL
October 16, 2019, 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
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News and Notes
COD Annuitants Association
by Bob Sobie
June 3, 2019

The College Has A New President
Dr. Brian Caputo was appointed the next President of the College of DuPage. Dr. Caputo 
has served as Acting President since Jan 1 when Dr. Roundeau resigned as President. 
He has served as COD's Vice President of Administrative Affairs and Treasurer for two 
years. Dr. Caputo joined CDAA/SUAA soon after CDAA leadership met with him in his 
office in April. He also invited CDAA to participate in this year's retirees reception.

From the Daily Herald, "I feel pretty comfortable with the institution," the 59-year-old 
Aurora resident said. "I believe I know it well and understand its culture and what its 
strengths are. And I intend to help leverage those strengths."

Congratulations Dr. Brian Caputo from everyone at CDAA, we wish you success in your new role.

Oscar Swan Luncheon – 6/13/19
Val Follmann will once again host a lunch at the Oscar Swan Country Inn for all CDAA members and
their guests. Please join us on Thursday, June 13, 2019 starting at 11:30 am. Oscar Swan is an old
school banquet facility that serves a variety of delicious foods in a beautiful parlor. TRUST ME, YOU
DO NOT WANT TO MISS THIS LUNCHEON! Space is limited, Please use the attached form to sign
up for this event a.s.a.p.

Take Me Out To A Ball Game – 7/17/19
We have once again reserved 20 tickets for a Kane County Cougars Baseball game for CDAA members and their guests. Kane 
County Cougars vs. Bowling Green Hot Rods baseball game will take place on Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at Northwestern Medicine

Field, 34W002 Cherry Lane, Geneva, IL 60134.

5:30 – Gates Open ~ 6:30 – First Pitch

Seats are located behind home base and behind the safety netting in Box Seats, Section 109, Rows J, 
K, & L. This should be a great game for all ages, bring your children and grandchildren.

We reserved 20 tickets – FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED! Cost of the tickets are $16.50 each. With 
each ticket you will receive $10.00 in Ozzie Bucks that can be used for food, drinks, gifts, etc. at the 
stadium.

All ticket requests must be received no later than Wednesday, July 10, 2019.

Please use the attached form to sign up for this event.

Picnic – 8/8/19
CDAA's Summer Picnic will take place at Herrick Lake Forest Preserve again this year. We switched to the West Shelter this year 
which is located off of Herrick Road just south of Butterfield Rd [Rt 56]. More information will be available once we get closer to the 
event.



SUAA Region 1 Leadership Meeting – 6/6/19
On June 6, 2019, I will attend a meeting of leaders of Region 1 of our parent organization SUAA. SUAA Region 1 includes most of 
North East Illinois. The discussion will centered on the proposed by-laws changes that will be voted on at the SUAA meeting in 
Springfield on June 27 & 28.

SUAA Meeting – 6/27 & 28/19
On June 27 & 28, 2019 SUAA will hold their annual meeting in Springfield. Sally Mullan, John Kovach, 
and I will be the three voting members representing CDAA at this event. At the writing of this newsletter 
the full agenda has not yet been published. I believe the most important discussion will revolve around a
proposed change to the by-laws that will dramatically reduce the number of Board Members and start a 
large delegate assembly that advises the Board. More will be addressed in future News and Notes after 
I receive more information.

CDAA Annual Meeting
The CDAA Annual Meeting was held at Cooper's Corner (27W150 Roosevelt Rd, Winfield, IL) on May 3rd. At this meeting the 
annual financial statements were presented, we elected a Barb Rundell Secretary and re-elected John Kovach as Treasurer. The 
Guest Speaker was the College of DuPage Acting (at that time) President Brian Caputo. We also heard a presentation about the 
College of DuPage Fuel Pantry. Approximately 50 people attended.

Buffalo Theater Ensemble
23 CDAA members enjoyed the Buffalo Theater Ensemble production of Miracle on South Division Street on June 2,
2019. We also enjoyed a back stage tour immediately after the performance. All involved seemed to enjoy the day.
Thank You Mary Ann Zlotow and Connie Canaday Howard for making this event a success..

Chatterbox
Photos in Chatterbox! Thanks to CDAA’s new email system we are now able to place photos in Chatterbox. For those of you new to 
CDAA, Chatterbox is a newsletter which provides updates on the activities and interests of our members and may also include items
on family, travel, volunteer work and other areas of interest. To submit photos to Chatterbox, send the text of the chatterbox item via 
email and attach the photo. It would be best if the photo is in the .JPEG format. Items (with or without photos) are welcome and 
should be submitted to CDAAchatterbox@gmail.com. Many thanks! 

Upcoming Events
June 6, 2019, 1:00-3:30 pm – SUAA Region 1 Leadership Meeting, Harper College, IL
June 13, 2019, 11:30 am – CDAA Luncheon, Oscar Swan, 1800 W State St, Geneva, IL
June 27-28, 2019 – SUAA Annual Meeting, Springfield IL
July 17, 2019, 2:00-4:00 pm – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
July 17, 2019, 6:30 pm – Kane County Cougars vs Bowling Green Hot Rods, Geneva, IL
August 8, 2019, 11:30-2:00 – CDAA Picnic, West Shelter, Herrick Lake Forest Preserve, Wheaton, IL
October ?, 2019 – SUAA Fall Meeting, Normal IL
October 16, 2019, 2:00-4:00 pm – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
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BUFFET LUNCH AT OSCAR SWAN COUNTRY INN

Please join us for a relaxing buffet lunch and social gathering at the beautiful Oscar Swan Country Inn in Geneva.

WHEN: Thursday, June 13, 2019

TIME: 11:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Social
12:00 p.m. to 2 p.m. Buffet

WHERE: Oscar Swan Country Inn
1800 West State Street
Geneva, IL 60134
(630) 232-0173
www.oscarswan.org

This beautiful bed and breakfast Country Inn resembles an English mansion with quaint, antique rooms and beautiful grounds. It is
set back in a wooded area on State Street so is not visible from the road.  Some people said they have lived in Geneva for years 
and never knew it existed.

The owner, Nina, prepares her food fresh daily, so it will be like going to grandma's house for lunch. She will be preparing an all-
you-can-eat buffet which will include:

Green Salad with Home-Made Poppy Seed Dressing
Famous Chicken Salad
Roast Pork Tenderloin
Seasoned, Mixed Rice Pilaf
Garden Vegetable Medley
Cheese Blintzes with Hot Fruit Compote
Home-Made Assorted Breads with Fresh Butter
Strawberry/Rhubarb Cobbler with Rose Water Flavored Whipped Cream
Chocolate Dessert
Iced Tea/Hot Coffee

There will also be a cash bar with assorted wine, beer, juice and pop which will be paid for individually.

The cost of the buffet is $27 per person which includes tax and gratuity. Checks should be made payable to Val Follmann
(not CDAA). Please fill out the tear-off form below and send by June 8 to:

Val Follmann
0N571 Lake Drive
West Chicago, IL 60185

Phone: (630) 293-0582 (Home)
E-mail: vfollmann@sbcglobal.net

DIRECTIONS: From College of DuPage, take Roosevelt Road west (this becomes State Street). Drive through the town of 
Geneva and you will see Oscar Swan on the south (left) side of the street just past Williamsburg Avenue and across the street 
from Yurs Funeral Home. The entrance is not very visible as it's all wooded. Look for a white fence on the left just passed 
Kensington Pre-School. The driveway is a few yards on the left. Oscar Swan is located 1-1/2 miles west of the Fox River.

BUFFET LUNCH AT OSCAR SWAN – THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2019, 11:30 A.M.

NAME(S):___________________________________________________________________________

AMOUNT: $27 (1)__________ $54 (2)___________

PHONE: _____________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL: ______________________________________________________________________________

mailto:vfollmann@sbcglobal.net
http://www.oscarswan.org/


Kane County Cougars

Please join us at the Kane County Cougars vs. Bowling Green Hot Rods Baseball game on Wednesday July 17, 2019.

Northwestern Medicine Field, 34W002 Cherry Lane, Geneva, IL 60134.

5:30 – Gates open
6:30 – First pitch

Seats are located behind home base and behind the safety netting in Box Seats, Section 109, Rows J, K, & L.

This should be a great game for all ages, bring your children and grandchildren.

We reserved 20 tickets – FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED!

Cost of the tickets are $16.50 each. With each ticket you will receive $10.00 in Ozzie Bucks that can be used for food, 
drinks, gifts, etc. at the stadium.

All ticket requests must be received at the address below by no later than Wednesday, July 10, 2019.
Tickets will be mailed to the address listed on the order form below.

Please send the form below and a check made out to Bob Sobie (not CDAA) – $16.50 per ticket:

Bob Sobie
200 North River Lane
Unit #309
Geneva, IL 60134-1476
BobSobie@aol.com

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Please Print

Name:________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

Telephone #:__________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

Number of Tickets:_____________ @ $16.50/EACH = Total Amount:______________

If the game is OFFICIALLY canceled, hold on to your ticket stub(s). Rain-out tickets may be exchanged for ANY 
remaining regular season game, based on availability. Tickets may be exchanged in person at the Cougars Ticket Office
or through the mail. If you mail your tickets, please be sure to include your top three (3) game choices. Tickets can be 
mailed to: Kane County Cougars, Attn: Ticket Office, 34W002 Cherry Lane, Geneva, IL 60134.
If you have any questions, please call the Cougars office at 630 232-8811

mailto:BobSobie@aol.com


News and Notes
COD Annuitants Association
by Bob Sobie
July 1, 2019

Take Me Out To A Ball Game – 7/17/19
We have once again reserved 20 tickets for a Kane County Cougars Baseball game for CDAA members and their guests. Kane 
County Cougars vs. Bowling Green Hot Rods baseball game will take place on Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at Northwestern Medicine

Field, 34W002 Cherry Lane, Geneva, IL 60134.

5:30 – Gates Open ~ 6:30 – First Pitch

Seats are located behind home base and behind the safety netting in Box Seats, Section 109, Rows J, 
K, & L. This should be a great game for all ages, bring your children and grandchildren.

We reserved 20 tickets – FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED! Cost of the tickets are $16.50 each. With 
each ticket you will receive $10.00 in Ozzie Bucks that can be used for food, drinks, gifts, etc. at the 
stadium.

All ticket requests must be received no later than Wednesday, July 10, 2019.

Please use the attached form to sign up for this event.

Picnic – 8/8/19
CDAA's Summer Picnic will take place at Herrick Lake Forest Preserve again this year. We switched to the West Shelter this year 
which is located off of Herrick Road just south of Butterfield Rd [Rt 56]. More information will be available once we get closer to the 
event.

SUAA Meeting – Springfield
As you may already know CDAA is one of 52 chapters of State University Annuitants Association (SUAA). The SUAA Annual 
Meeting was held in Springfield June 27 and 28, 2019. Representing CDAA at this meeting as voting directors was Sally Mullan, 
John Kovach, and myself.

The most important information to report to you is that the new Bylaws passed. As of June 28, SUAA is
now governed by a Board of Directors consisting of a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer,
and six Directors (two from each of the three regions in the state, one from a university and one from a
community college). There is a second governing body called the House of Delegates which consists
of two or more representatives from each school. Because of the size of CDAA we will retain three
voting members to the House of Delegates. The House of Delegates elects the Board, approves the
budget including the dues, approves the Legislative Platform, amends the Bylaws, and approves any
strategic plan. At this conference we also heard speakers ranging from Politicians to NPR broadcasters.

As a side note, we learned that there is some data that shows that when a state legalizes the recreational use of marijuana, Out-of-
state student enrollment at State Colleges and Universities increases.

Oscar Swan Luncheon
Val Follmann once again hosted a lunch at the Oscar Swan Country Inn in Geneva. The well attended
event found us enjoying good food, good conversation, and good friendships. If you missed this event
you missed a GREAT time together. Thank you Val for all of your hard work to make this a wonderful
lunch.



New Law Prohibits The Use Of Hand-Held Devices While Driving
Effective July 1, 2019, a first-time offense for using an electronic communication device while driving in Illinois is considered a 
moving violation. It’s considered a moving violation even if the vehicle is stopped at a traffic signal. A phone in one hand means a 
ticket in the other. The fine for a first offense is a maximum of $75, $100 for a second offense, $125 for a third offense and $150 for 
a fourth or subsequent offense. Drivers with three or more moving violations within a 12-month period risk suspension of their 
driver’s license.

Double Dipping
Several years ago, Republican members of the General Assembly change the law in Illinois effectively making it difficult for a retired 
public school employee to return to work even on a part time basis. They were very concerned about “double Dipping”. This past 
weekend we learned that Rosemont Mayor Brad Stephens (Republican) will now serve as Mayor AND Illinois House of 
Representative member! He will be replacing Rep. Michael McAuliffe who resigned. Stephens will draw double salaries. As mayor, 
Stephens earns $260,000 per year. As a legislator, he will earn $69,000 per year. You can read an article about this double dipping 
by clicking on the link below. 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2019/6/29/20122805/rosemont-brad-stephens-republican-20th-district-illinois-house-representative-
swearing-in-ceremony 

Interesting Read
If you are looking for an interesting read about the way Illinois Finances are seen outside of our state, I suggest two articles recently 
published in Forbes.

“Hidden In The Legislate-A-Thon, Illinois Restores Pension Spiking” was published on June 4,2019.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ebauer/2019/06/04/hidden-in-the-legislate-a-thon-illinois-restores-pension-spiking/#569e72d92193

“More Cautionary Tales From Illinois: Tier II Pensions (And Why Actuaries Matter)” was published on June 7, 2019
h  ttps://www.forbes.com/sites/ebauer/2019/06/07/more-cautionary-tales-from-illinois-tier-ii-pensions-and-why-actuaries-
matter/#5bbd2ffd19f7

Chatterbox
Photos in Chatterbox! Thanks to CDAA’s new email system we are now able to place photos in Chatterbox. For those of you new to 
CDAA, Chatterbox is a newsletter which provides updates on the activities and interests of our members and may also include items
on family, travel, volunteer work and other areas of interest. To submit photos to Chatterbox, send the text of the chatterbox item via 
email and attach the photo. It would be best if the photo is in the .JPEG format. Items (with or without photos) are welcome and 
should be submitted to CDAAchatterbox@gmail.com. Many thanks! 

Upcoming Events
July 17, 2019, 2:00-4:00 pm – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
July 17, 2019, 6:30 pm – Kane County Cougars vs Bowling Green Hot Rods, Geneva, IL
August 8, 2019, 11:30-2:00 – CDAA Picnic, West Shelter, Herrick Lake Forest Preserve, Wheaton, IL
October ?, 2019 – SUAA Fall Meeting, Normal IL
October 16, 2019, 2:00-4:00 pm – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
October 22, 2019, 10:00-2:00 – COD Benefits Fest, SRC 2000, Glen Ellyn, IL

www.codannuitants.org - www.facebook.com/codretirees
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/ebauer/2019/06/07/more-cautionary-tales-from-illinois-tier-ii-pensions-and-why-actuaries-matter/#5bbd2ffd19f7
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ebauer/2019/06/04/hidden-in-the-legislate-a-thon-illinois-restores-pension-spiking/#569e72d92193
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https://chicago.suntimes.com/2019/6/29/20122805/rosemont-brad-stephens-republican-20th-district-illinois-house-representative-swearing-in-ceremony


Kane County Cougars

Please join us at the Kane County Cougars vs. Bowling Green Hot Rods Baseball game on Wednesday July 17, 2019.

Northwestern Medicine Field, 34W002 Cherry Lane, Geneva, IL 60134.

5:30 – Gates open
6:30 – First pitch

Seats are located behind home base and behind the safety netting in Box Seats, Section 109, Rows J, K, & L.

This should be a great game for all ages, bring your children and grandchildren.

We reserved 20 tickets – FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED!

Cost of the tickets are $16.50 each. With each ticket you will receive $10.00 in Ozzie Bucks that can be used for food, 
drinks, gifts, etc. at the stadium.

All ticket requests must be received at the address below by no later than Wednesday, July 10, 2019.
Tickets will be mailed to the address listed on the order form below.

Please send the form below and a check made out to Bob Sobie (not CDAA) – $16.50 per ticket:

Bob Sobie
200 North River Lane
Unit #309
Geneva, IL 60134-1476
BobSobie@aol.com

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Please Print

Name:________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

Telephone #:__________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

Number of Tickets:_____________ @ $16.50/EACH = Total Amount:______________

If the game is OFFICIALLY canceled, hold on to your ticket stub(s). Rain-out tickets may be exchanged for ANY 
remaining regular season game, based on availability. Tickets may be exchanged in person at the Cougars Ticket Office
or through the mail. If you mail your tickets, please be sure to include your top three (3) game choices. Tickets can be 
mailed to: Kane County Cougars, Attn: Ticket Office, 34W002 Cherry Lane, Geneva, IL 60134.
If you have any questions, please call the Cougars office at 630 232-8811

mailto:BobSobie@aol.com


News and Notes
COD Annuitants Association
by Bob Sobie
July 23, 2019

Picnic – 8/8/19
CDAA's Summer picnic has always been a great tradition and is one of 
our best attended events each year. Members travel from far off places 
to attend this event. I hope will will have a huge crowd, please bring your
significant other (this is a family tradition). You don't want to miss this 
one!

CDAA's Summer Picnic will take place on Thursday, August 8, 2019 at 
Herrick Lake Forest Preserve. We switched to the West Shelter this year
which is closer to parking and restrooms and is newer. To get to the 
West Shelter take Butterfield Rd to Herrick Road (this intersection is 
where Wheaton Warrenville South H.S. is located) Drive south on 
Herrick Road 3/10 of a mile. Turn East to enter the Forest Preserve. The
West Shelter is located at the end of the parking lot.
The cost is $13.50/person (down from $18 last year) and the food is 

being provided by Lee & Eddie’s Catering. 

The menu is fried chicken, BBQ chicken, all-beef hot dogs, potato chips, 
assorted brownies & cookies, pop and water. A veggie option is available.
There are plenty of picnic tables, but consider bringing lawn chairs or 
even some lawn games. Also please feel free to bring containers so you 
can take home leftovers.

Once again we will be collecting non-perishable items and/or cash 
donations for the College of DuPage “Fuel Pantry”. Learn more about the
College of DuPage Fuel Pantry in an article below.

Send checks for $13.50 (each) payable to CDAA to Sally Mullan, 1151 
Church Ave., Lombard, IL 60148.

Please see the attached invitation for more 
information.

The Illinois Policy Institute Is At It Again!
The Illinois Policy Institute (IPI) is not your friend! Again they are sending out mail stating that SUAA is a union and asking you to 
stop having your SUAA/CDAA membership dues automatically deducted from your monthly SURS annuity deposit. DO NOT DO 
THIS! SUAA is not a Union. The IPI is lumping SUAA and AFSCME Council 31 into the same category and labeling us as a union. 
The fact is that SUAA is an Association who's sole purpose is to protect retired and employed public college employees welfare. 
They work with law-makers in Springfield to make sure our elected officials respect the Illinois Constitution when enacting laws that 
concern higher education and pensions in Illinois. CDAA is proud to be one of 52 chapters of SUAA.



Kane County Cougars Baseball Game
If you missed this game, you missed a good one. The game started out a little warm under cloudy sky's. But,
by the third inning the wind shifted and a pleasant breeze came across the field and make the entire
grandstands feel almost spring like. We were shy of our reserved 20 seats this year, but those who attended
had a great time enjoying the game and talking about old times. With each ticket we were provided with
Ozzie Bucks that could be cashed in for food, beverages, and goodies. Unused Ozzie bucks will be donated
to a charity.

College of DuPage Fuel Pantry
CDAA has adopted the College of DuPage “Fuel Pantry” during calendar year 2019. The Fuel Pantry is a project of the office of 
Student Life and is run by the student's of the College’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter. The Fuel Pantry is open for all students, faculty, 

and staff facing food insecurity and in need of assistance. They are located in SCC room 
1217 (the old box office directly next to the bookstore) and is open Monday: 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Wednesday: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday: 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

Popular items that they are in need of includes; cheese/peanut butter crackers, beef jerky, 
applesauce, pudding, fruit cups, granola bars, power bars, cereal bars, single serving Chef-
Boy-R-Dee, ravioli/spaghettios, soups, ramen noodles, packaged nuts, trail mix, fruit 
snacks, dried fruits, peanut butter, pasta, spaghetti sauce, canned vegetables/fruit, 
chips/pretzels/crackers, boxed drinks and juices, pop tarts, oatmeal, canned tuna/chicken, 
bags of rice/beans, pancake mix, macaroni and cheese, jelly, plastic utensils, paper towels, 
shampoo/conditioner, soap, toilet paper, toothbrushes, toothpaste.

The Fuel pantry is also looking for cash donations so that they may be able to buy items 
they are short on. Please consider helping those of us who are in need by bringing 
donations to CDAA events. If you are not able attend a CDAA event and would like to 
participate, you can always drop off your donation directly. If you would rather donate 

money through CDAA you can always send me a check (made out to Bob Sobie) to my home (200 N River Lane, Unit 309, Geneva,
IL 60134) and I will turn the check into cash and donate it to the Fuel Pantry.

Chatterbox
Many thanks go out to Kathryn Golden for putting together another wonderful edition of Chatterbox. I trust you enjoyed learning 
about our retired colleagues and their life changes/travels/family.

Please remember we rely on our members for self-submissions for future editions. If you’d like to share any events, activities, travel 
or family updates for our next edition, submit your item to cdaachaterbox@gmail.com or mail it to Kathryn Golden, 259 Westhill 
Ave, Somerset, MA 02726. Photos may also now be included in Chatterbox. To submit photos to Chatterbox, send the text of the 
chatterbox item via email and attach the photo. It would be best if the photo is in the .JPEG format.

Upcoming Events

August 8, 2019, 11:30-2:00 – CDAA Picnic, West Shelter, Herrick Lake Forest Preserve, Wheaton, IL
October ?, 2019 – SUAA Fall Meeting, Normal IL
October 16, 2019, 2:00-4:00 pm – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
October 22, 2019, 10:00-2:00 – COD Benefits Fest, SRC 2000, Glen Ellyn, IL

www.codannuitants.org - www.facebook.com/codretirees
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CDAA 2019 Annual Picnic 
Thursday, August 8 (rain or shine!) 11 am – 2 pm (or later)

Herrick Lake WEST Shelter, Herrick Road South Area Entrance
Just south of Butterfield Rd and north of Warrenville Rd  

The cost is $13.50/person (down from $18 last year) and 
provided by Lee & Eddie’s Catering. 

The menu is fried chicken, BBQ chicken, all-beef hot 
dogs, potato chips, assorted brownies & cookies, pop and 
water. Veggie option available. There are plenty of picnic 
tables, but consider bringing  lawn chairs or even some 
lawn games. Consider bringing food containers for any 
leftovers.

Also you may want to bring bug spray.

We are also collecting for the COD Fuel Pantry. Please
bring some extra cash!

Send check for $13.50  per person payable to CDAA by July 29 to:  

Sally Mullan, 1511 Church Avenue, Lombard, IL  60148.  Questions? E-mail: smullan7@att.net

Name(s):  ____________________________________________________________________

E-mail (update only if new or changed)_____________________________________________



News and Notes
COD Annuitants Association
by Bob Sobie
October 1, 2019

CDAA Breakfast – October 24
The next CDAA social event will be another breakfast. Back by popular
demand to Seven Dwarfs Family Restaurant in Wheaton.
Come as you are, no RSVP needed, order off the menu, individual checks.
We have a lot to talk about, I hope you can join us on Thursday, October 24,
2019 at 9:00 am. Seven Dwarfs Family Restaurant, 917 E Roosevelt Rd,
Wheaton, IL 60187.

Picnic
CDAA's Summer picnic took place on Thursday, August 8, 2019 at Herrick Lake Forest Preserve. 
Catering was being provided by Lee & Eddie’s. A good crowd attended and enjoyed conversation,
food, and a great time. If you missed this year's picnic, make sure you do not miss next year's

2019 UIC Fall Forum – October 23
The annual UIC fall forum will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019, from 11:00am until 1:00pm in the Thompson rooms, Student 
Center West (SCW), 828 S. Wolcott Ave, Chicago.
The program is entitled “Don’t Leave a Mess for Your Family: Basic Instructions.” Professional and personal perspectives on the 
need for wills and estate planning — regardless of age — will be presented.
Chicago attorney and philanthropic adviser Charles Slamar will discuss “The Three Most Important Questions the Best Estate Plan 
Will Answer.” Arlene Norsym, UIC SUAA board member and retired UIC associate chancellor for alumni relations, will speak from 
her own experience, “And All the Other Questions Your Family Wish They Had Asked You.” A Q & A session will follow. 
Refreshments will be served. Parking is available in the Wood Street Parking Structure, 1100 S. Wood St. UIC. SUAA members can 
buy $7 reduced-rate parking coupons at event check-in. For information AND to RSVP, email RSVPsuaa@uic.edu. Everyone is 
welcome!

College of DuPage Trustees/College of DuPage Faculty Association
CDAA is happy to report that a tentative agreement has been reached to provide the full-time Faculty with a four year contract; 304 
full-time Faculty have been working without a contract since August 14. After seven months of negotiations, including several with a 
federal mediator, a tentative agreement was reached on Thursday, September 26. Both sides had trouble reaching consensus on 
several sticking points, including evaluations, promotions and compensation.

COD Benefits Fest – October 22
CDAA will once again participate in the College of DuPage Benefits fest held on campus. We will have four CDAA members staff a 
table with handouts about CDAA/SUAA and pension information. Typically we have the opportunity to talk to approximately 400 
current employees of the College of DuPage about the benefits of joining CDAA/SUAA. The event will be held on Tuesday, October 
22, 2019 from 10:00am – 2:00pm in SRC 2000. Prudy Widlak, Catherine Leveille, Sally Mullan, and myself will be staffing our table.

mailto:RSVPsuaa@uic.edu
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/wf/click?upn=Sd6eQI85-2BCk48Wq-2FyU67T7f4bvWE8mb8inwUDeFZqe4AhuXCOVKoFJZCVuTu3d4oPqEQxZ8z3jmZI8XO-2FwDw9RSaSX7Ay0yzaXOTGrxkqQBsx2iBEM3LJzvHTWeA6RJu_yquYudI1pIpuzBr1sJNXB7Y5Q8R27ZErhQQM-2BwKdgoRJ-2F5CaDlt4paXOoi-2Fv-2BjtK0lU3eG-2F2QXBf26H-2BB6eFal-2FqGo8NsU5zIFKZAXW03BK96mto9gssFbJ4VcQ8kRVTVNbEzceNTv-2F-2BKpfJL7I0HUaZHsfTQ7yE6lonwTTvyiD58AyUojsNqqcajlvymnZEDDGYVTVxDDMbjGKFcOD3lCwSrTVYY6KYd5BGwDpfz3hmmB2LcgkY0UBkinojQTp3M5wKxHK902E-2BcCV3VUrlVoEK47VwzL3P3SoD1i9mDKknJihb0o4GvvrYwDUc-2FK8O


SUAAction
The following letter was sent to all CDAA/SUAA members on 
September 23, 2019. I am publishing this letter in my News and Notes 
because I believe this is an important opportunity for CDAA members to
financially support an organization that, in my opinion, benefits all of us. 
SUAAction is a political action committee that works to protect our 
pension, SURS, and higher education in the state of Illinois.

September 23, 2019
To All SUAA Members!
Thanks to generous contributions from SUAA members, SUAAction has reached nearly 75% of its contributions goal for the year.
Because of the continued generosity and dedication from SUAA members, our political action committee SUAAction is an effective and powerful voice 
representing our pension and healthcare interests in Springfield and throughout Illinois.
The best defense is a good offense, and when it comes to the year-round engagement of Illinois politics, we can never take our foot off the gas. We 
can never stop moving forward.
Now is the time to help drive SUAAction across the finish line and reach its goal of 100% of budgeted contributions!
If you were unable to contribute during the spring, please join your fellow SUAA members now to help us advance our pro-higher education agenda for 
currently working and retirees.
If you contributed during our spring campaign, please contribute again to further strengthen our presence in Springfield.
And if you hadn’t planned on contributing to SUAAction, please reconsider right now and add your support to the PAC fighting for our financial future.
The 2020 election cycle is already beginning so we will be immediately putting these last quarter contributions to work in the primary campaigns 
supporting candidates that will fight for us.
Contribute to SUAAction today and join us in the fight to protect and preserve our benefits.
On behalf of your SUAAction Board of Directors, we thank you!

To make a contribution by credit card click below:
Click Here to make an ONLINE credit card secure contribution.

Or Mail contributions to:
SUAAction
P.O. Box 1770
Springfield, IL 62705-1770

Louis Anderson, Chair

Chatterbox
Many thanks go out to Kathryn Golden for putting together another wonderful edition of Chatterbox. I trust you enjoyed learning 
about our retired colleagues and their life changes/travels/family.

Please remember we rely on our members for self-submissions for future editions. If you’d like to share any events, activities, travel 
or family updates for our next edition, submit your item to cdaachatterbox@gmail.com or mail it to Kathryn Golden, 259 Westhill 
Ave, Somerset, MA 02726. Photos may also now be included in Chatterbox. To submit photos to Chatterbox, send the text of the 
chatterbox item via email and attach the photo. It would be best if the photo is in the .JPEG format.

Upcoming Events
October 16, 2019, 2:00-4:00 pm – CDAA Officers and Board Quarterly Meeting, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
October 22, 2019, 10:00-2:00 pm – COD Benefits Fest, SRC 2000, Glen Ellyn, IL
October 23, 2019, 11:00 am-1:00 pm – UIC Fall Forum, Chicago, IL
October 24, 2019, 9:00 am – Seven Dwarfs Restaurant, 917 E Roosevelt Rd, Wheaton, IL
November 5, 2019 – SUAA Fall Meeting, Normal IL

www.codannuitants.org - www.facebook.com/codretirees
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News and Notes
COD Annuitants Association
by Bob Sobie
December 17, 2019

Happy Holidays
Happy Holidays from your Officers and Board members of CDAA. We hope you had a great 2019 and will have a better 2020.

COD Benefits Fest
CDAA once again participated in the College of DuPage Benefits fest held on campus. Prudy Widlak, Cathy Leveille, Sally Mullan, 
and I staffed the CDAA table with handouts about CDAA/SUAA and pension information. We had the opportunity to talk to 
approximately 400 current employees of the College of DuPage about the benefits of joining CDAA/SUAA. The event was held on 
Tuesday, October 22, 2019. A very special thank you goes out to Sally Mullan for being the CDAA point person for this event.

SUAA Fall Meetings
The SUAA fall meeting took place on November 5 at the Alumni Center of Illinois State University in 
Normal Illinois. Sally Mullan, Kim Pack, and Annette Kerwin were the three voting members to the 
House of Delegates representing CDAA at this event. CDAA retains three voting members due to our 
size.

SUAA Dues Increase
Membership dues to the combined CDAA and SUAA is currently $38.04 per year or $3.17 per month. The dues for SUAA part will 
increase $6.00 per year (50 cents per month) starting January 1, 2020. The last time SUAA increased their dues was in 2014. Your 
CDAA Officers and Board voted to keep the CDAA dues at the same level as in the past. By far the majority of CDAA/SUAA 
members have their dues automatically withheld for their monthly SURS annuity deposit. Because of the SUAA dues increase the 
membership deduction will increase from $3.17 to $3.67 each month. For those members who choose to pay membership dues 
annually your 2020 dues will now be $44.04. I hope you agree with me that your membership cost is a very low price to pay for 
protecting your pension.

CDAA Annual Meeting & Election
CDAA will conduct our 2020 Annual Meeting on May 1, 2020. Details of this meeting will be announced at a later date. At this 
meeting, the position of President and Vice President will be up for election. Our governing document allows for Officers to serve no 
more than two consecutive two-year terms. Both Sally and I have served two consecutive two-year terms, so we are not eligible to 
run for our respective positions again. On May 1, 2020, I will automatically become the Immediate Past President and will serve this 
organization in that position for the foreseeable future. If you are interested in running for the positions of CDAA President or Vice 
President, please either contact me or Val Follmann (chair of the nominations committee) at contact@CODannuitants.org.

Health Insurance Premium Partial Reimbursement
Depending on what contract or “deal” was in place at the time that you retired, you may be eligible to receive some amount of 
reimbursement for your out-of-pocket health care insurance premiums. If you are unclear whether you are eligible to receive 
reimbursement for health insurance, please contact the HR Department at the College of DuPage at (630) 942-3030 or via email at 
retireebenefits@cod.edu. College of DuPage Annuitants Association has no legal authority to obtain this information. Proof of 
payment documents for the retiree’s medical insurance reimbursement can be submitted from December 2019 thru March 2020. 
Checks may take up to 60 days to process.

mailto:retireebenefits@cod.edu
mailto:contact@CODannuitants.org


College of DuPage Fuel Pantry
CDAA adopted the College of DuPage Fuel Pantry for the 2019 calendar year. We collected several dozen boxes
of caned food and dry goods at our events during the year. We also collected cash for the pantry as well. At the
CDAA Annual meeting this past May we learned that it would be better to present money we collect to the
Foundation in care of the Fuel Pantry instead of dropping off the cash when we drop off the can/paper goods.
Since early May we collected $303.00 in cash and I sent the College of DuPage Foundation a check on December
17, 2019 to be donated directly to the Fuel Pantry. The Fuel Pantry is for all students, faculty, and staff facing food
insecurity and in need of assistance. If you are in the giving mood this holiday season, point your computer
browser to www.cod.edu/student_life/cod_cares/pantry/index.aspx for more details.

Why Be A Member Of CDAA/SUAA
Every year we prepare a document to hand out at the College of DuPage Benefits Fest which tells the story of CDAA's history, what 
we do, and why current COD employees should become a member. When I sent out this document to our Officers and Board for 
changes, corrections, additions Barb Rundell brought up the idea of modifying the document and sending it out to our current 
members. I included this document as an attachment to this email. Many of you have friends who were colleagues at the College 
but are not members of CDAA. If so, please give these individuals a copy of the document. We also believe that many of the active 
members of CDAA might not know the information in said document and might be interested. As always if you have any questions, 
please contact me at contact@CODannuitants.org.

Chatterbox
Many thanks go out to Kathryn Golden for putting together another wonderful edition of Chatterbox. I trust you enjoyed learning 
about our retired colleagues and their life changes/travels/family.

Please remember we rely on our members for self-submissions for future editions. If you’d like to share any events, activities, travel 
or family updates for our next edition, submit your item to cdaachatterbox@gmail.com or mail it to Kathryn Golden, 259 Westhill 
Ave, Somerset, MA 02726. Photos may also now be included in Chatterbox. To submit photos to Chatterbox, send the text of the 
chatterbox item via email and attach the photo. It would be best if the photo is in the .JPEG format.

Upcoming Events
January 15, 2020 – CDAA Officers and Board Meeting, 2:00-4:00, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
March 17, 2020 – Illinois Primary Election
April 15, 2020 – CDAA Officers and Board Meeting, 2:00-4:00, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
May 1, 2020 – CDAA Annual Meeting, TBA
June 17, 2020 – CDAA Officers and Board Meeting, 2:00-4:00, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL
June 18-19 – SUAA Annual Meeting, Springfield, IL
September 16, 2020 – CDAA Officers and Board Meeting, 2:00-4:00, BIC 2E04, Glen Ellyn, IL

www.codannuitants.org - www.facebook.com/codretirees
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