
News and Notes 
College of DuPage Annuitants Association 

by 
Bob Sobie 

January 27, 2017 
 
Health Insurance Reimbursement Issues 
 
In my December 13, 2016 “News and Notes,” I wrote to you about problems that our members are 
having with applying for and receiving their promised health insurance reimbursement from the 
College. I am sorry to report that several individuals are still experiencing problems. I have been in 
contact with President Rondeau by telephone and Mia Igyarto (HR department) by both telephone 
and email. I am asking you to be vigilant with the college concerning your reimbursement. The HR 
department has instructed me to inform you that any questions should be directed to 
retireebenefits@cod.edu. I am also asking all CDAA members to please email me a description of 
any problems you may have experienced obtaining your health insurance reimbursement. I am 
collecting individual's problems for an upcoming meeting that I will be having with the HR department 
to try to prevent similar issues in the future. I can't do this job without your support. So, once again, 
please email a description of your problems to president@codretirees.org. Thank You. 
 
New Membership Committee Chair/Board Member 
 
Please join me in welcoming Annette Kerwin to the Board of CDAA as the new chair of the 
Membership Committee. It is so gratifying that our organization is made up of individuals who are 
willing to take on leadership roles. I announced at the last breakfast at Seven Dwarfs that we are in 
need of a Membership Chair and Annette volunteered! Annette and I met over lunch to discuss the 
job, and we reviewed the data base of membership and reports that are provided to us by SUAA. It 
was during this lunch that I was absolutely sure we have the right person. I immediately appointed 
Annette to the open position. At the January 18, 2016 Officers and Directors meeting, we conducted a 
vote to affirm her appointment. Annette can be reached through her newly assigned CDAA email at 
membership@codretirees.org. Welcome Annette! 
 
New Proposed By-Laws Endorsed 
 
As I have reported in previous “News and Notes,” our operating document(s) are in need of 
modernization. I called an ad-hoc committee composed of Peter Klassen (chair), Val Follmann, Russ 
Watson, Prudy Widlak, and myself to review and rewrite said document(s). This committee met 
exclusively on-line and through several drafts put together a proposed By-Laws that I think meets 
both our current and future needs. At the January 18, 2017 CDAA Officers and Directors meeting, we 
voted unanimously to endorse and bring forward to a vote of the full membership the proposed By-
Laws. You will receive a copy of the proposed By-Laws soon and a vote of CDAA Members will take 
place at the CDAA Annual Meeting in May. 
 
Annual Meeting 
 
The CDAA Annual Meeting will take place on May 5, 2017. It is at this meeting that election of officers 
takes place. This year we will also be voting on the newly rewritten proposed By-Laws. I am currently 
working on the possibility of having a guest speaker attend this important function - more on that in 
the near future. The CDAA Annual Meeting be held at Reserve-22 Restaurant/The Village Links of 
Glen Ellyn, 485 Winchell Way, Glen Ellyn, Illinois on May 5 at 11:30 am. 



 
1099R Available Now 
 
Tax Form 1099R is available on-line through the SURS web site for those who set up an on-line 
account. To access this document, first point your computer's Internet browser to www.SURS.com; 
second click on the yellow link titled “Member Website Login” (in the upper right hand corner); third 
type in the User Name and Password that you used when setting up your on-line account; fourth, 
accept the disclaimer; and fifth, under the **ATTENTION** banner click on the red “Click here to view 
or print your 1099R tax statement”. If you have problems with this simple task, call somebody else. 
 
Lunch at Waterleaf in March 
 
Our very own Kim Pack has done it again. In her role as Social Chair, she has set up a luncheon for 
us to be held at the Waterleaf Restaurant on campus for March 15 @ 11:30 am. I'm sure that the 
students in the Culinary Program will have a mouth watering feast prepared for us. Great food and 
great conversation will be the agenda for the day. Watch your in-box for more details. 
 
Lunch at Oscar Swan in June 
 
The one and only Val Follmann has once again set up an exquisite luncheon for the CDAA 
membership on June 29, 2017. Oscar Swan is a B&B/Restaurant in Geneva that has hosted us on 
several occasions in the past, each one with great success. Everyone who has attended past 
luncheons at Oscar Swan walked away with a smile on their face. Watch your in-box for more details. 
 
Board Secretary Needed 
 
We are still in need of a CDAA member to run for the position of Secretary this May. The position is a 
two year term with the option of running again for a second term, if desired. Time obligation includes 
attending the four Board Meetings as well as the Annual Membership Meeting in May. If you are 
interested, please contact our nominations chair Val Follmann at vfollmann@sbcglobal.net. 
 
On A Personal Note 
 
I have tried very hard since you elected me to be President of CDAA to be available and open to your 
communications. I have always tried to respond to emails and phone calls in a timely manor. But, 
from February 11 until March 7, Martha and I will be celebrating our 35th anniversary. During that time 
please understand if I do not return emails and calls very quickly. I may be under the influence of 
cocktails made with frozen fruit and rum with mini umbrellas. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
March 15, 2017 @11:30am – Lunch, Waterleaf, College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn 
April 19, 2017 @ 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3529, Glen Ellyn 
May 5, 2017 @ 11:30am – CDAA Members Annual Meeting, Reserve 22, Village Links, Glen Ellyn 
June 20 & 21, 2017 – SUAA Annual Meeting, Springfield 
June 29, 2017 @11:00am – Lunch, Oscar Swan, Geneva 
July 19, 2017 @ 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3529, Glen Ellyn 
August, 2017 – CDAA Picnic, TBA 
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March 20, 2017 
 

Annual Meeting May 5 
 
The CDAA Annual Meeting will be held on Friday May 5, 2017 at Reserve 22 at the Glen Ellyn Village 
Links, 485 Winchell Way, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137. This is the most important meeting of the year for our 
organization. At this meeting we will hold elections for both Secretary and Treasurer and vote to 
approve the new/updated By-Laws. We will also welcome as the keynote speaker Andrew Matthews, 
Chief Operating Officer, State Universities Retirement System. Andrew will speak to the topic of 
SURS health, Illinois state funding of our retirement system, and he plans to answer any general 
questions you have about SURS. Andrew presented at a SUAA meeting that I attended and I found 
him to be very well spoken and interesting. Registration for this meeting will be coming to your in-box 
soon. PLEASE try to attend this important meeting 
 
New Proposed By-Laws To Be Voted On 
 
As I have reported in previous “News and Notes,” our operating document(s) are in need of 
modernization. I called an ad-hoc committee composed of Peter Klassen (chair), Val Follmann, Russ 
Watson, Prudy Widlak, and myself to review and rewrite said document(s). This committee met 
exclusively on-line and through several drafts put together a proposed By-Laws that I think meets 
both our current and future needs. At the January 18, 2017 CDAA Officers and Directors meeting, we 
voted unanimously to endorse and bring forward to a vote of the full membership the proposed By-
Laws. You will receive a copy of the proposed By-Laws soon and a vote of CDAA Membership will 
take place at the CDAA Annual Meeting on May 5, 2017. 
 
New Treasurer and Secretary 
 
Our operating documents call for officers of CDAA to serve two year terms and have they have the 
option of running for no more than two consecutive terms. Both Meri Phillips our current Secretary 
and Joe Rorke our current Treasurer can not run again. Our nominating committee chaired by Val 
Folmann asked for volunteers. I am pleased to announce that Lynnette Arendt has placed her hat into 
the race for Secretary and John Kovach will run for Treasurer. So far they are both running 
unopposed. If you are interested in running for either of these positions or are interested in being a 
part of the CDAA leadership, please contact me at president@codretirees.org. 
 
In Memoriam 
 
It is our opinion that past College of DuPage employees should be honored for their efforts to grow 
this institution into what it is today. As announced earlier we decided to honor College of DuPage 
employees who per-deceased us. You can see our list at www.codretirees.org/INMEMORIAM. Our 
very own Val Folmann took on this project with the help of Peter Klassen to get it on-line. This was a 
huge undertaking on Val's part making numerous calls, reviewing countless printed sources, and 
confirming status. I would like to help all who helped Val with this task especially Alan Bergeson, Kay 
Braulik, Mary Buckley, Gene Hallongren, Steve Mansfield, Lucy McGinn, Barb Mitchell, Karen Owens, 
Kim Pack, Nancy Svoboda, Mary Jane Thomas, Sue Vena, and Heidemarie Wing. 



 
Lunch at Waterleaf in March 
 
Our luncheon at Waterleaf on campus on March 15 was a resounding success. We had 57 members 
attend. Ken Kolbet donated four tickets to the “Capitol Steps” that we auctioned off and raised $86.00 
that was donated to the “SUAA Foundation Emergency Assistance Program“. The students of the 
Hospitality Program prepared a wonderful meal. A great time was enjoyed by all. I want to especially 
recognize Kim Pack for the great organization/planning, Ken Kolbet for donating the four tickets to 
"Capitol Steps", Alan Bergeson and Meri Phillips for staffing the check-in table. 
 
Hospitality Program Event – May 10, 2017 
 
The College of DuPage Hospitality Students studying event planning each year chooses a recipient 
group to participate in their capstone program. The College of DuPage Annuitants Association is the 
chosen group this year. On the evening of May 10, 2017 we are invited to attend the event to be held 
at Waterleaf restaurant. Small plate international cuisine will be served, an auction to benefit 
Hospitality students scholarships will be optional, and a fun-filled program can be expected. This 
event will be free unless you choose to participate in the auction. The evening is open to 200 guests 
so please invite your closest friends and relatives. Watch your mailbox for an invitation. 
 
Lunch at Oscar Swan in June 
 
The one and only Val Follmann has once again set up an exquisite luncheon for the CDAA 
membership on June 29, 2017. Oscar Swan is a B&B/Restaurant in Geneva that has hosted us on 
several occasions in the past, each one with great success. Everyone who has attended past 
luncheons at Oscar Swan walked away with a smile on their face. Watch your in-box for more details. 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
April 19, 2017 @ 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3529, Glen Ellyn 
May 5, 2017 @ 11:30am – CDAA Members Annual Meeting, Reserve 22, Village Links, Glen Ellyn 
May 10, 2017 – Hospitality Program Evening 
June 20 & 21, 2017 – SUAA Annual Meeting, Springfield 
June 29, 2017 @11:30am – Lunch, Oscar Swan, Geneva 
July 19, 2017 @ 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3529, Glen Ellyn 
August, 2017 – CDAA Picnic, TBA 
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April 21, 2017 
 
Annual Meeting – May 5 
 
The CDAA Annual Meeting will be held on Friday May 5, 2017 at Reserve 22 at the Glen Ellyn Village Links, 
485 Winchell Way, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137. This is the most important meeting of the year for our organization. 
At this meeting we will hold elections for both Secretary and Treasurer and vote to approve the new/updated 
By-Laws. We will also welcome as the keynote speaker Andrew Matthews, Chief Operating Officer, State 
Universities Retirement System. Andrew will speak to the topic of SURS health, Illinois state funding of our 
retirement system, and he plans to answer any general questions you have about SURS. Andrew presented at a 
SUAA meeting that I attended and I found him to be very well spoken and interesting. The registration form is 
below. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
College of DuPage Annuitants Association 

Spring Luncheon & Annual Meeting 
Friday, May 5, 2017 - 11:30am-1:45pm 

 
The Village Links, 485 Winchell Way, Glen Ellyn 60137 

 
11:30- 12:00 - Socializing 12:00-12:45 - Lunch 12:45-1:15 – Meeting 1:15-1:45 Key Note Speaker 

 
Reserve 22 at the Glen Ellyn Village Links, 485 Winchell Way, Glen Ellyn 60137 

(just north of the College off Park Blvd.) 
 

Please send this form & check ($27.50 per person) made payable to CDAA by Thursday, APRIL 27 
Send to: Kim Pack, 17564 S. Virginia Drive, Plainfield, IL 60586 

You may email her @ packy237@aol to let her know & send the check. 
 

 

Name(s): _________________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________ 
 
 

E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
  PLEASE, include so we can send you the information about the summer Picnic. 

Our lists are managed differently than SUAA’s 
Or 

Send an email to secretary@codretirees.org and ask to be added to our Communications list 
 
 

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:secretary@codretirees.org


Election of Treasurer and Secretary 
 
Our operating documents call for officers of CDAA to serve two year terms and have they have the option of 
running for no more than two consecutive terms. Both Meri Phillips our current Secretary and Joe Rorke our 
current Treasurer can not run again. Our nominating committee chaired by Val Folmann asked for volunteers. I 
am pleased to announce that Lynnette Arendt has placed her hat into the race for Secretary and John Kovach 
will run for Treasurer. So far they are both running unopposed. If you are interested in running for either of 
these positions or are interested in being a part of the CDAA leadership, please contact me at 
president@codretirees.org. 
 
New Retirees 
 
Please join me in congratulating the newest group of College of DuPage retirees. We all wish them well. 
 
James Africh, Thomas Cameron, Jo Collins, Joseph Collins, Ken Coran, Mark Delarco, Helen Feng, Gloria 
Golec, David Gorski, Jan Hunsicker, Lucy Jakubas, Richard Kalus, Lori Lach, James Luby, Rae Maslana, Diane 
McHugh, Robert O’Brien, Cynthia O’Neil, Mary Ellen Reedy, Cathy Saddoris, Karen Solt, Katie Sommers, 
Larry Ward, Betty Willig, Lisa Youngberg, LuAnn Zimmick 
 
College of DuPage Emeritus Speakers Bureau 
 
The College of DuPage has enjoyed a successful speakers bureau for several decades. The powers-at-be realized 
that retired employees have not been asked to participated and that they have much to offer. Joan DiPiero from 
Community Relations contacted me asking if we would be willing to participate. I think it is great that the 
College remembers the retirees and believe we have something to offer to this program.  If you would like to 
participate please contact Joan at the contact information below. 
Joan M. DiPiero Community Relations Specialist/Marketing and Communications 
College of DuPage BIC 1645, 425 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 
Phone: 630-942-3872 
 
50 Years of Changing Lives – May 10, 2017 
 
The College of DuPage invites you and a guest to attend our fundraiser to celebrate 50 years of the college. This 
is an exclusive invitation as a thank you for your contribution to the college. This fundraiser is to raise funds for 
scholarships towards the travel & tourism, culinary, and hospitality programs. The meeting and event planning 
students are planning the entire fundraiser from arrival to departure. The international cuisine and wine pairing 
students are creating a tantalizing menu of hors d'oeuvres paired with exclusive wine options. Cash is NOT 
permitted at this event. Please be prepared to supply a credit or debit card for silent auction or raffle ticket 
purchases. RSVP by directing your internet browser to http://codfundraiser.myfreesites.net/ 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
April 19, 2017 @ 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3529, Glen Ellyn 
May 5, 2017 @ 11:30am – CDAA Members Annual Meeting, Reserve 22, Village Links, Glen Ellyn 
May 10, 2017 – Hospitality Program Evening 
June 20 & 21, 2017 – SUAA Annual Meeting, Springfield 
June 29, 2017 @11:30am – Lunch, Oscar Swan, Geneva 
July 19, 2017 @ 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3529, Glen Ellyn 
August, 2017 @ 11:00 – CDAA Picnic, SSC1200 
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June 1, 2017 
 
Annual Meeting 
 
The CDAA Annual Meeting was held on Friday May 5, 2017 at Reserve 22 at the Glen Ellyn Village Links, 485 
Winchell Way, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137. A great time was had by all. At this meeting we held our annual elections, 
voted to approve the new/updated By-Laws, and also learned about the health of the State Universities 
Retirement System from the keynote speaker Andrew Matthews, Chief Operating Officer of SURS. 
 
Election of Treasurer and Secretary 
 
Our operating documents call for officers of CDAA to serve two year terms and have they have the option of 
running for no more than two consecutive terms. Both Meri Phillips and Joe Rorke could not serve again. At the 
Annual Meeting Lynnette Arendt was elected to the position of Secretary and John Kovach was elected to the 
position of Treasurer. Thank you Lynnette and John, and thank you Meri and Joe your your years of serves to 
CDAA. 
 
SUAA Annual Meeting 
 
On June 20 & 21 SUAA will be holding their Annual Meeting at the President Abraham Lincoln Conference 
Center and Hotel in Springfield Illinois. All chapters of SUAA are entitled to send representatives who are 
considered voting directors. Because of the size of CDAA, we are allowed three voting directors. This year our 
voting directors will be Sally Mullan, John Kovach, and myself. I will report on the meeting in my next News 
and Notes. 
 
Oscar Swan 
 
Val Follmann each year puts together a very very nice luncheon for CDAA members and their guests at Oscar 
Swan Country Inn, 1800 W State St, Geneva, IL 60134. This year the event will be held on June 29 at 11:30. 
Watch you in box for more details 
 
Your CDAA Leadership: 
 
President: 
Bob Sobie 
president@codretirees.org 
 
Vice President: 
Sally Mullan 
vicepresident@codretirees.org 
 
 



Treasurer: 
John Kovach 
treasurer@codretirees.org 
 
Secretary: 
Lynnette Arendt 
secretary@codretirees.org 
 
Membership: 
Annette Kerwin 
membership@codretirees.org 
 
SUAA Action: 
Bob Sobie 
actionrep@codretirees.org 
 
Communications: 
Mary Ann Hiller 
 
Social: 
Kim Pack 
social@codretirees.org 
 
Nominations: 
Val Follmann 
 
Director At Large: 
Prudence Widlak 
atlarge@codretirees.org 
 
Immediate Past President: 
Sherwood Edwards 
pastpresident@codretirees.org 
 
Webmasters/Database/IT: 
Peter Klassen & Al Lanning 
webmaster@codretirees.org 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
June 20 & 21, 2017 – SUAA Annual Meeting, Springfield 
June 29, 2017 @11:30am – CDAA Lunch, Oscar Swan, Geneva 
July 19, 2017 @ 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3807, Glen Ellyn 
August 8, 2017 @ 11:00 – CDAA Picnic, C/D SSC 1200, Glen Ellyn 
October 18, 2017 @ 2:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3422, Glen Ellyn 
January 17, 2018 @ 2:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3422, Glen Ellyn 
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July 13, 2017 
 
CDAA Annual Picnic 
 
The CDAA picnic will truly be a picnic this year! It will be held on Thursday, August 10 from 11:00 am - 2 pm 
at Churchill Woods Forest Preserve in Lombard, RAIN OR SHINE! It is located off of St. Charles Road on the 
south side of the road and 1/10th of a mile west of I-355. There is a beautiful, newer shelter located there with 
close parking. The picnic will be catered and the cost will be less than $20. More information to follow very 
soon. 
 
COD Block Party 
 
I received the following from Ami Chambers who is the College of DuPage Community Relations Coordinator 
The College of DuPage Employee & Retiree Block Party will be held Friday, August 18, 2017 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
on the Student Resource Center South Patio and Cafeteria. Bring your appetite! Traditional cookout fare will be 
served alongside the ice cream sundae bar. RSVP affirmative responses should be sent directly to 
CODBlockParty@cod.edu by Wednesday, August 9. 
 
SUAA Annual Meeting 
 
On June 20 & 21 SUAA held their Annual Meeting at the President Abraham Lincoln Conference Center and 
Hotel in Springfield Illinois. CDAA sent Sally Mullan, John Kovach, and myself as your voting Directors. This 
year's meeting was excellent, we learned much and networked with many many other chapters. Dick Lockhart 
has been our head lobbyist in Springfield for longer than I can remember. At the age of 93, Dick plans to retire 
soon, and the dinner on June 20 was dedicated to the years of hard work Dick has spent defending our pension. 
I have spent two very interesting meals with Dick being educated and amused as to the in-and-out of how our 
state government works (and often does not work). Dick Lockhart will be missed. 
 
Pensions Under Fire 
 
From the SUAA Annual Meeting, the biggest take away is that those who are still working and have been 
paying into SURS are the most vulnerable to having our legislators harm their pension. CDAA will be working 
to get the word out on campus that SUAA/CDAA is the only organization who's sole purpose is to protect their 
pension. If you have an interest in working with your CDAA leadership as we put together a strategy on the best 
way to reach COD employees who are still working and ask them to become members of CDAA, please contact 
me at president@codretirees.org 
 
Oscar Swan Luncheon 
 
Val Follmann again this year put together a very very nice luncheon for CDAA members and their guests at 
Oscar Swan Country Inn. Approximately 40 members enjoyed good conversation and great food. If you have 
never attended this event in the past, your are really missing something very special. Thank you Val! 
 



Is Your Contact Information Up-To-Date? 
 
Have you switched address, email, telephone, or spouses lately? Please make sure that your contact information 
is up-to-date. To change your contact information with BOTH CDAA and SUAA call or write Sue Sitki at 
(888)547-8473 or sue@suaa.org. To change your contact information with SURS call (800) 275-7877 or go to 
the SURS home page www.surs.org and click in the yellow “Member Website Login” link on the upper right 
side of the page, then follow the directions. 
 
Catterbox 
 
The Chatterbox (information about your personal activities, travels, family, events, etc) needs your help! Please 
submit a paragraph or two describing what's happening in your life today. Something that can help us keep it 
touch. Kathryn Golden (Retirement Class of 2006) volunteered to gather items by having CDAA members send 
her a note via email to chatterbox@codretirees.org or, if you prefer, mailing the item to her at 56 Michael Rd, 
Bridgewater MA 02324. 
 
On-Line Health Portal 
 
As many of you know the State of Illinois privatized the record keeping duties of the Central Management 
Services Division [CMS]. CMS is the branch of Illinois Government that has direct duty to administer our 
health, dental, and vision insurance. A Georgia based company, Morneau Shepell, won the contract to replace 
the paper driven system with a computer driven system. The new computer system is a mess. Several newspaper 
articles have been written about mismanagement of the system. I suggest that you keep a watchful eye to your 
state provided insurance to assure no mistakes have been made. CDAA will keep an eye on this situation. 
 
SURS At A Glance 
 
SURS serves 229,938 members. 
56% of SURS monthly retirement annuities are $2,600 or less. ($31,200/year or less) 
78% of SURS annuitants live in Illinois. 
 
Class-Action Lawsuit Certified 
 
A Federal Judge on May 26, 2017 certified a class-action lawsuit against Oakton Community College due to a 
2015 dispute concerning retired employees returning to work. The class action lawsuit is based on age 
discrimination and the Illinois' return-to-work law. The Associated Press reports that this may have wide 
reaching effects on all Illinois college employees (and possibly all public employees in Illinois) being able to 
return to work part-time after retirement. CDAA will keep an eye on this situation. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
July 19, 2017 @ 2:00-4:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3807, Glen Ellyn 
August 10, 2017 @ 11:00 – CDAA Picnic, Churchill Woods Forest Preserve, Lombard 
August 18, 2017 @ 2:00-4:00 – COD Block Party, C/D SRC Patio, Glen Ellyn 
October 18, 2017 @ 2:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3422, Glen Ellyn 
November, 2017 – SUAA Winter Meeting, TBA – Bloomington Illinois 
January 17, 2018 @ 2:00 – CDAA Board Meeting, C/D BIC 3422, Glen Ellyn 
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October 2, 2017 
 
 
Breakfast Anyone? 
 
Our next breakfast is scheduled, and we are looking forward to seeing you. We are trying a new restaurant so we 
can have a private room. No need to RSVP. Each person will get their own check: Wednesday October 11, 2017 
at 9:00 a.m. – Maxfield's Restaurant, 352 E. Roosevelt Rd., Lombard, IL. If you have any questions, please 
contact either Kim Pack at Packy237@aol.com or me at President@codretirees.org. I hope to see you there. 
 
 
CDAA Annual Picnic 
 
The 2017 CDAA picnic was held on Thursday, August 10, 2017 at Churchill Woods Forest Preserve in 
Lombard. We had about 30 members attend. The setting, the weather, the food, and the conversation were 
wonderful. Those who did not attend should kick themselves in the behind. Next year, this should be on your 
must do list. Thank You to Kim Pack and Sally Mullan for all the work you did making this picnic a success. 
 
 
CDAA At The CPC 
 
What many of us remember as the Classified Personnel Association is now the Classified Personnel Committee 
(CPC). On Tuesday October 17, 2017, CDAA has been invited to speak to their group about what is going on 
with their pension and why those still employed at the College of DuPage should become members of CDAA. 
Sally Mullan, John Kovach, and Val Follmann will be representing CDAA at this event. SUAA has provided us 
with folders and information to pass out.  
 
 
SUAA Fall Meeting 
 
On Wednesday October 24, 2017 SUAA will be conducting their Fall Meeting and Conference in Bloomington 
Illinois. CDAA has three voting directors at all SUAA meetings. At this meeting, CDAA will be represented by 
Lynnette Arendt, Annette Kerwin, and myself. I will report on any/all pertinent information when we return. 
 
 
COD Benefits Fair 
 
Also, on Wednesday, October 24, 2017, the College of DuPage Benefits Fair will be taking place on campus. 
This is the second time the CDAA has been invited to this event. Sally Mullan and Prudy Widlak will be 
staffing our table. If you would like to help decorate our table and/or help provide a door prize, please contact 
Sally at VicePresident@codretirees.org. 
 
 
 



CDAA Officers & Directors Quarterly Meeting 
 
Due to the high number of meetings during the month of October, your Officers and Directors decided to move 
the date of our quarterly meeting to November 8th at 2:30. CDAA members are invited to attend if you want to 
see the behind-the-scenes workings of your organization. If you are interested in attending, please contact me at 
Preseident@codretirees.org. 
 
 
Catterbox 
 
Thank You again to Kathryn Golden for collecting stories from many of our members and editing the 
Chatterbox. If you would like to contribute to a future Chatterbox edition, please submit a paragraph or two 
describing what's happening in your life to Kathryn Golden via email to Chatterbox@codretirees.org or mailing 
the item to her at 56 Michael Rd, Bridgewater MA 02324. 
 
 
We Need Your Help 
 
CDAA is looking for a few people with the right skills to help us update our email system and web site. We are 
looking for a new email system to replace DaDa Mail and for an update to our web site. If you think that you 
have the skills and knowledge to help us out, please contact me at President@codretirees.org. I promise this will 
be a short term assignment. Thank You 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
October 11, 2017 @ 9:00 am – Breakfast, Maxfield's 352 Roosevelt Rd, Lombard, IL 
October 17, 2017 – Classified Personnel Committee Meeting, COD Campus, Glen Ellyn, IL 
October 17, 2017 – SUAA North East Illinois Chapter Meeting, Harper College, Palatine, IL 
October 24, 2017 – COD Benefits Fair, COD Campus, Glen Ellyn, IL 
October 24, 2017 – SUAA Fall Meeting, Bloomington, IL 
November 8, 2017 – CDAA Officers and Director's Quarterly Meeting, COD Campus, Glen Ellyn IL 
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November 13, 2017 
 
SUAA Fall Meeting 
 
State University Annuitants Association (SUAA) fall meeting took place at the Illinois State University Alumni 
Center in Normal, IL on October 24. CDAA has three voting directors at these meetings. Representing CDAA 
as voting directors were Annette Kerwin, Lynnette Arendt, and myself. The biggest takeaways from this 
productive meeting were Tier 3, SURS funding, legislative platform, elections. 
 
 
Tier 3 
 
With all of the talk and media coverage surrounding the income tax increase and the State's first budget since 
Governor Rauner's election, little has been said about the legislation that establishes a Tier 3 retirement system. 
Tier 3 will be in effect for all new hires at a date in the future yet to be determined. Tier 3 legislation has not yet 
been written. Yet Tier 3 is now the law in Illinois (makes me question how Illinois is run). Tier 3 legislation will 
be a defined contribution plan very different from the current defined benefit plan, in other words a 401 style 
system in place of a pension system. My concern is once it is in place NO new employee will be paying into 
SURS. How will this effect the funding ratios at SURS? 
 
 
SURS Funding 
 
There is more talk in Springfield about the possibility of the State of Illinois issuing long term bonds to pay off 
the State's debt to the five pension systems. New York issued similar bonds, but not to the same dollar level as 
the State of Illinois is talking about. With the increase of the State's income tax and a passed budget, Illinois' 
credit rating has increased. Municipal bond interest is at a low point. So if the State were to sell long term bonds 
and all of the proceeds were put toward the debt to the retirement systems, the State would end up saving money 
in the long run. As I said at the beginning of this paragraph it's just talk at this point, but it is something to 
watch. 
 
 
SUAA Legislative Platform 
 
The SUAA legislative platform is under constant review. At the SUAA Fall Meeting we voted on a few changes. 
Some of the debate about these changes were spirited, some were not. But in the long term our legislative 
platform is set and can be viewed at the SUAA web site. 
 
 
State Elections 
 
The upcoming State of Illinois elections may be the most interesting in a long time. At least three multi-
billionaires are running for Governor each of whom are placing huge dollars into not only their own election but 
also down ticket elections. Many interests from outside of Illinois have been donating huge sums of money to 



candidates. Unprecedented financing has been coming into this race from Political Action Committees. Fifty-
three current State Senators and Representatives and one statewide Officer have decided to NOT run again. This 
will certainly become the most expensive state election cycle in the history of the United States. Watch the 
newspapers and your pocket book. 
 
 
CPC In Service Day 
 
On Tuesday, October 17, Val Follmann, John Kovach, and Sally Mullan gave a presentation on the history of 
SURS, SUAA, and CDAA to College of DuPage employees sponsored by the Classified Personnel Committee. 
Included in the presentation was the reasons for employed SURS members to join CDAA/SUAA, and the 
pending changes the state legislature propose to make were included in the presentation. A question and answer 
period followed. The talk was attended by 45–50 employees, mostly classified, but also included were a few 
faculty. The main concern was how pending legislation in Springfield will affect their pensions. In addition, the 
need for employees to monitor SURS was discussed, with a demonstration of the SURS website. 
 
 
Benefits Fest 
 
On Tuesday, October 24, CDAA had a table at this year’s “Staff Benefit Fest 2017”. The table was staffed by 
Catherine Leveille, Prudy Widlak, and Sally Mullan. A folder of information from SUAA was handed out to 
over 300 employees. The contents included information about SURS, SUAA, pending legislation concerning 
SURS benefits, and an application to become a member of SUAA/CDAA. The employees seemed very 
concerned about any changes the state legislature may make to SURS. Great interest in the CDAA was 
expressed. Let’s hope this leads to new members! 
 
 
CDAA Officers 
 
Your CDAA Officers are elected to serve a two year term and can be elected to no more than two consecutive 
terms if so desired. Both the President and Vice President positions are up for election this June. If you are 
interested in running for either of these positions or would care to express your opinion on who should run 
and/or would like to be included in a discussion about the roles, responsibilities, and time commitments of 
holding either office, please contact me at Preseident@codretirees.org. 
 
 
Catterbox 
 
Thank You again to Kathryn Golden for collecting stories from many of our members and editing the 
Chatterbox. If you would like to contribute to a future Chatterbox edition, please submit a paragraph or two 
describing what's happening in your life to Kathryn Golden via email to Chatterbox@codretirees.org or mailing 
the item to her at 56 Michael Rd, Bridgewater MA 02324. 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
November 8, 2017 – CDAA Officers and Director's Quarterly Meeting, BIC 3422, Glen Ellyn IL 
January 17, 2018 – CDAA Officers and Director's Quarterly Meeting, BIC 3422, Glen Ellyn IL 
April 18, 2018 - CDAA Officers and Director's Quarterly Meeting, TBA, Glen Ellyn IL 
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